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Humphrey Barker Chamberlin was born at Manchester in 
1847, and died on 1897 May 16, at Egham, Surrey. At the age^ 
of seven he was taken to America by his parents, and served in 
the Military Telegraph Service Corps during the Civil War. He* 
subsequently entered the drug business, combining a sound know ¬ 
ledge of chemistry with much commercial aptitude. In 1879 he- 
suffered greatly from nervous trouble, which affected his eyes, 
and made reading almost impossible. During the enforced leisures 
caused by this breakdown he made a small telescope, and started 
the interest in astronomy that continued until his death. In 
1888 he determined to present a telescope to the University of 
Denver. With characteristic large-heartedness, he wrote to 
Dr. Howe, asking him to say, perfectly frankly, what telescope 
he would like, regardless of pecuniary limitations. Dr. Howe 
selected an aperture of 20 inches, and Mr. Chamberlin’s reply 
was that “the question of a 20-inch telescope has been referred! 
to the committee of ways and means, and I look for a favour¬ 
able response.” He was his own committee, and the response? 
was favourable. He shortly after presented the University of: 
Denver with two buildings, one for the main instrument and the? 
library, the other for purposes of instruction—the students’ ob¬ 
servatory. The University set aside a plot of 14 acres in the* 
outskirts of Denver, 4500 feet above the sea, for the site of the?* 
observatory, and the great telescope was installed in the summer 
of 1894. The 20-inch object-glass is by Clarke, and the mount¬ 
ing by Saegmuller. 

Mr. Chamberlin was also greatly interested in mineralogy and 
microscopy. He founded a Microscopical Society in Denver, to 
which he presented a technical library. Not the least important 
work that he did for science was that of paying the expenses of 
a sound scientific training, in an unobtrusive way, for many 
young men with whom he came in contact. 

Since 1890 Mr. Chamberlin resided chiefly in London. While 
here he founded the American Society in London, a task which 
his social qualities enabled him to accomplish with much success. 
He travelled extensively, and always made a point of seeing 
as many important observatories at home and abroad as he 
could. 

He was married in 1871, and his widow and three children 
survive him. He was elected a Fellow of the Society on 1892 
May 13. w. s. 

John Jenkins Cole was born on 1815 March 25, at Plymouth. 
His father, Robert Cole, was a solicitor, who afterwards practised 
in London, and was well known as an antiquary. He was trained 
as a solicitor, but became an architect, and among the buildings 
designed by him in the course of a long working life may be* 
specially mentioned the church of St. Mary, Abberley; Sir E. 
Antrobus’s house at 146 Piccadilly ; the offices of the Gresham 
Life Assurance Society opposite the Mansion House, and several 
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buildings in Throgmorton Street. He was architect to the Stock 
Exchange for 35 years, and designed the new Dome (forming a 
large extension of the “ House 57 or market), the new offices in 
Throgmorton Street, and the long frontage in Old Broad Street, 
erected in 1882-88, besides carrying out numerous alterations and 
additions before and after those dates. He never undertook any 
astronomical work, though he was fond of looking through his 
own telescope, and he “ had the pleasure (at Sutton, Surrey) of a 
clear observation of the Transit of Mercury in 1878,” but he 
followed the work of others with keen interest, and was much 
attached to our Society, which he joined in 1862 March. About 
a fortnight before his death, and in anticipation of it, he desired 
his wife to write to the Secretary of the Society indicating some 
of the facts here mentioned, and specially recording that his 
greatest comfort was that he had been one of the fathers of 
sanitary science, and the means of abolishing the terrible system 
of one water cistern for all purposes the civilised world over. 
"With the letter was enclosed a reprint of a letter in the Times , 
dated 1856 August 4, calling attention to this system, and its 
great dangers during the cholera epidemic of that time, suggest* 
ing the immediate erection of stand-pipes for drinking purposes 
and the ultimate abolition of the single-cistern system. The 
stand-pipes were set up forthwith, and Mr. Cole lived to see his 
principles universally adopted. While a member of the Society 
he resided successively at 24 Essex Street, Strand, at Hornsey 
Bise, and at Mayland, Sutton, Surrey, where he had a large room 
built for his telescopes. He died in this house on 1897 May 10, 
aged 82. He was twice married, and his wife, three sons, and 
a daughter survive him. He was elected a Fellow of the Society 
1862 March 14. 

Samuel Cottam was bom 1828 December 3 in Manchester, 
where the Cottams have held a prominent position for more than 
a century. [The family claims descent, according to a tradition, 
from Kotta the Dane.] He was a chartered accountant, head of 
the firm of Messrs. S. E. Cottam and Son ; a man of marked 
business capacity, and an excellent financier. He did not live to 
retire, for, though an invalid, he carried on work at his residence, 
Wightwick House, Higher Broughton, where he died 1896 
September 1. He married, in 1858, Mary, youngest child of 
John Justin Southam, and two children survive—a son in orders, 
and a daughter who is an artist. Mr. Cottam was a man of 
varied attainments—a water-colour painter and a musician, a 
keen gardener and photographer, and a traveller in days when 
travelling was not so easy as now. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Society on 1871 January 13. 

The Bev. J ohn Edward Cross was born at Bed Scar, Preston, 
Lancashire, 1821 April 10, the son of William Cross. He was 
educated at Bugby and Christ Church, Oxford, and ordained in 
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